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SPECIAL REPORT

BONN

A Covey of Spies

Is Flushed in
Germany

v
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{waiter. a janitor. a photographer and
a secrctary weere charged with spying
jor the Soviet | nion in West Germany
«iftes the dramatic defection of high-
canking Soviet agent Yoergeny Runge.
This account of the latest cold war es-
rionage episwde was compiled from re-
gores I Lave Correspondent Vichael
Duciam an Bonn and Time-1ave Cor-
conpenrdens Jess Cook in W ashingron.

lurlin Margpral was a waitler’s
waiter, He worked at the best restaun-
rants in Bonn. and he was often in
demand to serve at the cocktail par-
ties and receptions which pass for eve-
ning entertainment in the diplomatie
community of any capital city. “He
in the perfect waiter,” an employer
said of him. “He seces nothing and he
hears nothing. *

Ihis estimate, as it turned out. was
ingenous—and 1009, wrong. On
Oct 1. Marggraf was aveested by the

Wert German federal police and ae-

cused of spring for the Sov et Union,
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}S‘ seiet agent Heinz  Siitterlin
(right) posed as a photographer
fond of the good life. Spy Martin
Harggraf (below) served embassy
parties as “‘the perfect waiter.”

The government charged that Marg-
grafl not only saw and heard plenty
with his own eves and ears. but that
he also had put electronie bugs at the
diplomatic functions he served so im-
peccabls.

The arrest hroke the most news-

worthy espionage story in years.
Three other acensed kpies were picked
up. Margprals brother-in-Jaw, Leo-
pold Pieschel. a janitor at the French
military mission in Bonn; Heinz Siit-
terling who posed av a freelance pho-
tographer. and his wife Leonore. a
well-placed kecretary in the West
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German foreign office. They were all
arrested within five hours after
Li. Colonel Yergeny Yevgenyevich
Runge, a high-ranking operalive in
the Sovietintelligence sy stem. defeet-
ed 10 the West with his wife and 8-
year-old son.

Runge himself was the biggest
cateh of all. Posing as a jukehox xales.
man. he had directed an operation
which had intercepted nearly every
code. every piece of correspondence
and everv seeret in the Bonn for-
eign office and in the French em-
bassy. As soon as thes crossed into
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SEPYING

West Bevloe s azents cushed e

Runzes aboid o plame b Vmenn

and no wonde

A stocky A%y ear-old T krainne of
German exvtraction. Runge Hiad
worked lor the =aviet KGR sinee 1010
and hadd spent 12 vears in West Ger
<t

moin the

mans. The two ners he o
Ma

Freneh miscionand that ot the Sitie

raf-Vieschel operat

lin= at the

L apparenths
aother. Fin

Iad no knowh

siitterlin net was the more prolinabib
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trade on that. g the water
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swhich his wife Leonare “right). a seeve- lasi memoirs—the - Russians
were triched 1o seoding the whole

family back 1o West Berling ‘Then

exit Runee, and the swish ol the net

tary in the Woost tGecman foreign min-

astes s beowshi home during lunels hour,

avonnd e Suttedins, Presehel o

the perieet warern

4
) TR

nanship

hrine~ oul aneoap

nernments AT

cton sid th

Boserquieant

arvest= the =oviel i vetalintion i

Teased an escerpt fram a book -

portedh wrnten b tormer € EY

agenl anoned  Tohin Sl Soah -

hook. according 1o the Moscow news-

. svmmosa——y

paper L oterans Gazerte, deser
intellizence operaons m India dun-

ing the 1930 The Soviets <aid bosole.

freted 1o Russias Fho a John

IR -

Smith did sark i Ladia for the Seoe

Deparoment duenee thar e a 1o~

inteligence ~pokesman sard he e

tov the t B

wonke

Hunee, meanwinie was labebed oo
“anscrupalous conmmal T by the 3l
flenr

tor 1

an oy eroment s lor the pon

~ehed e pob wae e phata

caph dovamears e fonnd g

un the mlitacs <ecomn of the Fr

by Fiadine them was oo el
i

190 i dercd to coneenirate on o

e dapheated the wate hev o

Wi st the N0
I Vot anens he plo,
it sth a0 sopbisie i
St e s leonds

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700290014-2



e

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700290014-2

EEig

h-level spying at

hasement wages

=Y ENG connno

Te mont pathetic member of the
cant was A9y ear-old Leonore Sitter.
fin. She Ja
ot
wis one of three women on
Siitter-
1o seduee and

1 high-security jobin the

s administrative seetion,

ard

thie lint the moviets gave He

fin wiih instrueti

A nevessary —marry. Heing fol-
fowed orders. and he and Leonore
qd in 1960, Sharty thereafter

she was promoted to a better job,

ot mare

and with it went a kev 1o the hoss’s
safe |

dacuments home at lunchtime for

wmng in 19620 she hrowght

her busband 10 photograph before
ahie elimbed hack inta a Volkswagen
sl veturned 1o work.

Leonore, whose code name was
Vola. seemed nonplussed after her ar-
vests even after she learnedd the real
. She

ohed with wuards wnd ashed a lot of

reason Siitterhin had married b

questions about prison rontine. Bui

i Wor one relutive shatved up for
the funeral of foreign offi

sy Leonore Siittertin. who hanged

- ACCres

borself  after fearning  Niterlin

twad marsied hee ondv i use e

within a week shie tied her prison |
jamas around dier neck and hanged
Bersed§ in her cell ar K lingelpiit 7 pris
onin Cologne,

The Siitterhine byved in a maodern
30000 six-roors home which 1hey
filled with antigue furniture (plus o
framed photograpl of Konrad Ade-
naner). A neighh:

Heing was hospicabized reventhy. Leo-

rrecalled that when

nore confessed that il any thing ever
happened to Heinz, Ewouldn’t he able
to go on diving * Fhe neighbor as-

sumed they weee happily married,

but added. “*She did seem to lov e him
more than he loved her. bt that™s al-
wave the sy with men, s’ it?”
Alte

the seal of the caininal police at the

heir arre-t avighbors noticed

siitterting” door. but they thought it
was a joke.
Despite t

s Sutterhns" prosperity.
the espionage business was apparent-

- Marg-

nel his

Iv not vers lueiatise for
chels A
Bved with VMres. Maregral's

alk aml 1"

»

mather and drove an old car. The

Pieschels paid ¥20 2 month to rem
threed

floor of a 100 car-okl house. and

~dank rooms on the ground

Mra. Pieschel eteaned the stairease

and sometmmes aeighbors apartments

for extra money. Marggraf's wife, so
Jioched by the oews about her hus-
banid that she was under heavy seda-

sion for several davs afterward. de-

wripenl B s a perfeet huxhand who

ound  the house

il evers thing

hmsell.” even hanging wallpaper.
Withan estin 5.0 u
er agents at Large in West

ated fereos -

rmany.
the press and public are diffienlt to
startle with spy stories. Whea it final-
I was made public, the Runge care
ranhed as oy ashight seandal. Leo-
nore’s suicide. however, made head-

lines. A German-An vointelli-

genee deam s silb adding up the

damage in what a West German pros-

Hed “1he me

stimportant

case of expion; v the history of the

federal repulil
I seems unlikely that any ampor-
tant NATO seerets are =1l secret,

Bot the most poignant—and poten-

tially dangerous-—fact to emerge from
the whele episode is that Leonore siit-

tevhin was onhy one of three womern in

sensitive places whom the Soviets be-

lieved sulnerable to adeological con-

ance. That means

at least two others at farge.

Klum Pieschel. wehase junior
hushand spied for Russia. caused
wostie at o 1965 Fremel embuassy
reception by embracing the gest
of honot . Konrad Adenauer (lefr).

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700290014-2



